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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "a feeder" in line 23. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purposes of examination it will be 
assumed that "a feeder" is 'the first feeder.' Claims 4 and 7 recite the same limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 9-10 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Marshall (GB 1 ,002,951 ) in view or Applicant's Admitted Prior Art 
(AAPA). 

Marshall discloses a feed mechanism for feeding a material to be processed into 
a working assembly included in a sheet processing line, the working assembly having 
an entry side, an exit side and an entry track (5), the feed mechanism comprising 
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equipment for handling a strip unloaded from a reel, characterized in that the feed 
mechanism comprises 

at least one first web guide (20) provided on the entry side of the working 
assembly on either side of the entry track (29) for guiding sides (Fig. 3) of the strip 
which are parallel to the entry track (29), such that at least one of the web guides (20) 
present on the opposite sides of the strip is equipped with a positioning element 
(adjustable means on guide 20) for shifting the strip to a desired position in a direction 
crosswise to the entry track's (29) lengthwise direction, 

a first feeder (1), provided on the working assembly's entry side and shutting co- 
directionally with the entry track (29), which is equipped with grippers (19) taking hold of 
the opposite sides of the strip and being adapted to move by one or more positioning 
elements for shifting the strip to a desired position in a direction crosswise to the 
direction of the entry track, 

a barrier (35) for determining the position for a leading edge of the strip 
the first feeder for bringing the leading edge of the strip against the barrier (35), 
at least one first arrest cylinder (40, see annotated Fig. 2 below) provided on the 
working assembly's entry side for immobilizing the subsequently processed strip relative 
to the entry track (29), 

at least one second web guide (39) provided on either side of the entry track (29) 
on the working assembly's exit side for guiding the sides of the strip which are parallel to 
the entry track (29), such that at least one of the web guides (39) present on the 
opposite sides of the strip is equipped with a positioning element (39) for shifting the 
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strip to a desired position in a direction crosswise to the entry track's (39) lengthwise 
direction, 

a second feeder (39), provided on the working assembly's exit side and adapted 
to shuttle parallel to the entry track (29), which is equipped with a gripper (39) taking 
hold of the side edge (39) of the strip the gripper being adapted to travel in a direction 
crosswise to the direction of the entry track (29), and 

at least one second arrest cylinder (40) provided on the working assembly's exit 
side for immobilizing the processed strip relative to the entry track (29). 




AAPA teaches that it was known in the art at the time of the invention to have 
equipment to switch over between single sheet material and strip material. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the feed mechanism of Marshall to include single sheet and strip material feed 
equipment as suggested by AAPA, since all of the claimed elements were known in the 
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prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by 
known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the combination would 
have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention. 

In regard to claim 2, Marshall as modified by AAPA teaches the first feeder has a 
positioning element to center the strip. 

In regard to claims 3 and 10, Marshall as modified by AAPA teaches the barrier 
35 as light source that triggers a stopper. 

In regard to claims 4, 5, 11 and 12, Marshall as modified by AAPA teaches the 
first feeder having a flexible element (19) that is a gripper element. 

In regard to claims 6 and 13, Marshall as modified by AAPA teaches the first web 
guides (20) have guides on the side adapted to center the entry track. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 8, 14 and 15 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EVAN H. LANGDON whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7057. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 am 
- 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/EVAN H LANGDON/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



